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President’s Welcome
By Doug Gillingham, Board President

rooted (ro͞ot·əd) / verb 

1. cause (a plant or cutting) to grow roots 

2. establish deeply and firmly 

As we celebrate the Conservancy’s 30-year anniversary, 
the delightfully evocative artwork by artist Michelle 
White for our Fall Birds of a Feather gala captures 
our spirit and direction: we are Rooted in Flight. 

We celebrate looking outward to the flight of our 
programs, and inward to our foundational roots 
of organizational structure, experience and 
community support. We celebrate looking back to the 
30 years of work and investments by so many that 
got us to today, and looking forward to the next 30 
years of building even stronger roots in support of 
still higher-flying programs. 

I am pleased to report to you that the Conservancy at 30 is the best it has ever been. 
Our programs in education, habitat restoration, land stewardship and science are all 
thriving. Our staff is amazing. Our board is strong and getting stronger, and our 
community, foundation, and governmental support is solid. True, the trails are going to 
be disrupted for the next few years by construction, but upon completion we’ll have a 
healthier lagoon ecosystem and improved trails to boot. Thank you for helping us put 
down roots and take flight. We couldn’t do it without your support.

Director’s 
Welcome
by Doug Gibson,  
Executive Director |  
Principal Scientist

In this photo late 1990s, I’m knee-deep in the lagoon 
monitoring water quality. I’ve been knee-deep in this 
reserve for 20 of our last 30 years. You might say I’m 
Rooted in Flight. What I love most about my work with you, 
is you. Every supporter who nurtured our roots, and who’s 
joining with us today, soars along with us in flight. 

Imagine the next 30 years: agricultural partnerships and 
native habitat enhancement will achieve even bigger 
milestones. The children we inspire today will be in 
leadership helping to create solutions to our changing 
climate. We deliver tangible results rooted in science and 
big enough to make lasting impacts. Thank you for your 
knee-deep roots as we take to the skies!

I hope to see the return of all the 
different birds I used to spot in the 
west basin in the past (now I have 
to be satisfied with cormorants) 

when the San Elijo Lagoon 
Restoration Project is completed. 

~ 

I invite you to join me and give any 
amount you can, perhaps $30, $300, 
$3000 or $30,000 in celebration of 
30 years of accomplishments and a 

future of milestones.
- Frances Hamilton White, Gift of $30,000 for 30th Anniversary

http://www.facebook.com/sanelijo
http://www.twitter.com/sanelijolagoon
http://www.instagram.com/sanelijoconservancy
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCx85gWmi-1eX9P6F5ChJfIA
http://sanelijo.org
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1987

1990s

2000s

Today
Soaring Into the Future
 

Volunteers who launched the conservancy worked to 
establish that San Elijo Lagoon will always be 
cherished, protected and enhanced for generations 
in our natural and neighboring communities. 

Waves of Change
 

Lands were secured through several major 
partnerships, establishing the conservancy’s role as 
a land trust. Membership grows, along with corporate 
and foundation support for the expansion of Our 
Living Watershed and Citizens Restoring Coastal 
Habitat programs.

• 1995 | Our naturalist-guided education  
program launches

• 1996 | Doug Gibson, a wetlands ecologist, joins 
leadership as Executive Director | Principal Scientist 

• 1999 | Tidal flow is supported by a California 
State Coastal Conservancy endowment for 
annual inlet excavation. 

Abuzz with Celebration
 

The conservancy wins notable awards in its 2nd 
decade for leadership in conservation and education. 
As a land trust, enhancing open space is a priority. 
More than 40 miles of streams and 60 acres of rare 
coastal lands were conserved. 

• 2002 | The President’s Council is established to 
build an operating endowment for future 
generations. Thirteen members initiated the 
Council with the goal to raise $1 million by 2011, 
which was achieved.

• 2007 | First Birds of a Feather conservation 
celebration launches 20th Anniversary 

• 2011 | With 13 lenders, we formed the LLC to buy 
the “Gateway Property” for $3.75 million  
(repaid 2016)

30 YEARS

Rooted in Flight 
 

As we moved closer to 30 years, we developed our 
vision and the release of our Strategic Plan 2020. The 
San Elijo Lagoon Restoration Project begins this fall, 
and Harbaugh Seaside Trails will be restored for open 
space trails and views. 

• 2015 | San Elijo Native Plant Nursery opens to 
embrace community conservation in our work 
with endemic plant species

• 2016 | The internship program expanded in 
mentorship for ecology and education with  
Sage Environmental Interns

• 2016 | Acquisition of 16-acres at the  
Manchester “Strawberry Fields” roots the 
Conservancy in future agricultural initiatives  
and open space preservation

Learn more about our ROOTS:  
SanElijo.org/historySELC

Community & Nature

Discover  

Imagine

Connect

Protect

http://SanElijo.org/historySELC
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Rooted In Flight

2017

Birds of a Feather artwork by Michelle White,  
Courtesy EmbracingOurDifferences.org

Save the Date:
October 7
5:30–8:30 pm
Lomas Santa Fe Country Club
Benefiting Community and Nature

We welcome   Peter House and Carol Childs as our 
returning Birds of a Feather Title Sponsors and Honorary 
Chairs. “Many of us find that we need to take vacations in 
places of complete or relative wilderness to reconnect 
with nature,” shared Carol. “With the lagoon, however, we 
have a beautiful, refreshing and accessible wilderness 
right in our backyards.”

Peter, an avid bird watcher, carries Carol’s father’s well-
worn Peterson Field Guide on his lagoon walks, just as 
Carol’s father Al did. Carol marvels at the many species of 
flora and fauna amid the tidal interplay. Carol’s 
mother, Wenetta Childs, was instrumental in removing 
eyesore billboards that dotted the Highway 101 edge of 
the lagoon in the late 1970s.

Peter retired as a policy analysis director for various federal 
agencies (including the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency). Carol retired from a career in both private 
legal practice and as a corporate general counsel. 

Carol and Peter are grateful for their moments in nature 
and for the pioneering citizens who stood up to challenge 
development of the lagoon decades ago. As Title Sponsors 
and Honorary Chairs, they underscore their commitment—
and encourage us all—to hold hands with the next 
generation’s environmental stewards.

Peter House 
& Carol Childs

 What captures us is 
not only one plant, animal, 
or trail, it’s also seeing the 

lagoon as a whole during all 
its tidal changes.

—Peter and Carol

Title Sponsors and 
Honorary Chairs

http://EmbracingOurDifferences.org
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Make a  difference ... and have fun doing it!

BIRDS OF A 
FEATHER Sponsors

We thank and recognize the  
early-in sponsors for Birds of a Feather 
Rooted in Flight, benefiting community 
and nature. Your sponsorship of the  
30th Anniversary celebration creates a 
natural connection with our North County 
coastal communities.

The Sage Garden Project brings garden, cooking classes 
and nutritional science to more than 20 elementary 
schools throughout California, including the Monarch 
School in San Diego. The goal of this project is to reduce 
the incidence of diabetes. Because the disease is 
developing at an epidemic rate in the Hispanic/Latino 
population, schools with a large percentage of these 
students are targeted for participation.

The Sage Garden Project knows that planting and nurturing 
fruits and vegetables inspires children to try, and actually 
enjoy, eating these healthy foods they might otherwise 
dismiss. Through fun, hands-on activities, supported by 
nutritional science and cooking skills, The Sage Garden 
Project is laying the groundwork for the success of 
improved school lunches and a lifetime of optimal health.

I believe experiential learning 
affects behavior deeply.  

This is one way that  
The Sage Garden Project and the 
San Elijo Lagoon Conservancy’s 
education programs intersect, 
which is very exciting to me!
—Ann Dunne, founder of The Sage Garden Project

PLATINUM SPONSOR
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Dave & Denise 
Stillinger

Steve Ganzberg  
& Anne Adair

Make a  difference ... and have fun doing it!   Visit SanElijo.org/Sponsorships

GOLD SPONSORS SILVER SPONSORS

BRONZE SPONSORS

Founded in 1963, ACS is family-owned and one of the 
leading habitat restoration and enhancement companies 
in the Southwest. ACS provides support for large-scale 
enhancement projects led by the conservancy.

ACSHabitat.com | (760) 757-1840

Ki’s Restaurant, owned by the Holcomb family, specializes 
in providing an environmentally and community-
conscious menu in its restaurant and catering. 

KisRestaurant.com | (760) 436-5236

Flatiron-Skanska-Stacy and Witbeck (FSSW) is an integrated 
joint venture designed specifically for the success of the I-5 
North Coast Corridor project. FSSW combines experience 
with Caltrans District 11, Construction Manager/General 
Contractor, and railroad and environmental mitigation.

I5NorthCoast.com | (760) 916-9151

Tom & Donna 
Golich

BIRDS OF A 
FEATHER Sponsors

http://SanElijo.org/Sponsorships
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Online | Silent | Live

How many people are lucky 
enough to have a healthy, 
vibrant and biologically diverse 
wetland and reserve bordering 
their neighborhoods?   
—Sally Foster

Sally Foster, Co-Chair

I want our youth to grow up 
loving nature and to join us on 
our watch.—Paul Worthington

Paul Worthington, 
Co-Chair

and You

In the weeks leading up to Birds of a Feather, you can bid 
on experiences and unique items in our online auction. 
From chef’s dinners to sailing, fine jewelry and more—it’s 
a way to give and gift in return! If you’re a business owner, 
or have air miles/time share destinations to donate, 
please contact us to get involved. Birds of a Feather 
auctions begin online and are featured in the event’s silent 
and live auction experiences.

                              in welcoming our returning Birds of 
a Feather co-chairs: Sally Foster 

and Paul Worthington, both longtime board members over 
the years. They connect our business and philanthropic 
communities together in an evening that delivers impacts 
for a future Rooted in Flight. Thank you.

Secure Advance Tickets 
Birds of a Feather Rooted in Flight  
Benefiting Community and Nature
Tickets | $175 per person ($200 after July 15)

Tables | $1,500 Limited availability; reserve soon!

SanElijo.org/BF17

Join us

Images: Soul of Photography 92024 & 92067 Magazines

BIRDS OF A 
FEATHER

http://SanElijo.org/BF17
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Engaged in Nature
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S C I E N C E  &  E D U C A T I O N

Our Living Watershed 

Citizens Restoring Coastal Habitat
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High School Mentees
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How do we inspire caring for our world?

We begin with youth. It’s how children 
become Rooted in Flight. We are 

cross-pollinating ideas into actions by involving 
everyone in the conservation education 

experience. Your support ensures 
strategic funding for community 

and nature initiatives.

CONSERVATION 
ACTION Rooted in Flight
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How do we inspire caring for our world?

We begin with youth. It’s how children 
become Rooted in Flight. We are 

cross-pollinating ideas into actions by involving 
everyone in the conservation education 

experience. Your support ensures 
strategic funding for community 

and nature initiatives.

Rooted in Flight CONSERVATION 
ACTION Rooted in Flight

Join in!
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Register SanElijo.org/Events 

Trails & Ales
May 6 SOLD OUT

Long and winding trails combine with handcrafted ales in a seasonal series 
presented by: San Elijo Lagoon Conservancy, San Dieguito River Valley Conservancy, 
The Escondido Creek Conservancy, and Volcan Mountain Foundation. After 
ascending Annie’s Canyon Trail we’ll cheer to the views at our brewery sponsor, 
The Lost Abbey, with a complimentary flight of regular and seasonal releases. Ages 21+

EVENTS  
On the Horizon 

Biomimicry Nature Tour      
June 24  Members $5 | Public $10

Nature is our model. Guest expert Jacques Edouard Chirazi is a certified Biomimicry 
Professional with Biomimicry San Diego, connecting people with nature, and 
aligning human systems with biological systems. Join a tour with hands-on 
activities that illuminate how clean technology merges with biomimicry.

Succulent Arrangement Workshop
May 7  Members $15 | Public $20

Just in time for Mother’s Day, create a beautiful gift for 
the special mom in your life. Succulents conserve water 
and are beautifully suited for our climate. Our guest 
expert, Rachael Cohen of Infinite Succulent, will impart 
techniques and provide various enhancing materials to 
create your one-of-a-kind succulent arrangement.

INSTAGRAM 
#360daysofnature
Are we on Instagram together? 
Follow along to see daily views of life 
in San Elijo Lagoon. Share your images 
with the hashtag #360daysofnature.

 subscriber 

30X30 Nature Challenge  
Laugh out loud. Breathe. Reach new 
heights and be a kid again! Take 
our 30x30 Nature Challenge. For 30 
days, 30 minutes a day, online tips 
inspire happiness and well-being. Fall 
in love with nature and get reacquainted.

Join to receive 
conservancy news  and 
events: SanElijo.org

Are you a 

to our e-news? 

http://sanelijo.org/events
http://SanElijo.org
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Experience a Nature Workout
May 20 | Jun 17 | Jul 15  Get into a nature workout 
benefiting our natural and neighboring communities. As 
the days grow longer and warmer, habitat volunteers can 
help remove non-native plants that out-compete for 
water resources. With staff biologists, you’ll be guided 
how to collect native seeds for cultivation in the San Elijo 
Nursery. Come join us at Rios, Santa Carina and Annie’s 
Canyon Trails this season!

Have Time Wednesday Mornings?
Volunteers assist behind the scenes in our plant nursery 
and in the field. We encourage volunteers (ages 13+) who 
join with conservancy biologists to help prepare and 
enhance native habitat sites. Corporate groups welcome.

Trailside Yoga   
August 26 Members $20  | Public $30

Exhale stress. Inhale sage-scented air as you find balance in 
your mind and on your mat at San Elijo Lagoon. Join 
our 90-minute Vinyasa flow yoga experience trailside 
with James Petracca. Includes sage oil relaxation vial.

Kumeyaay Sunset Tour 
July 13 Members $5 | Public $10

As daytime heat shifts to cooler breezes we’ll set out on 
trail. Conservancy naturalist Kathy Dickey, an expert in 
early Kumeyaay culture, will point out plants and natural 
features the Kumeyaay used and still do today. We’ll 
conclude with a Taste of the Trails refreshment. It’s 
nature’s happy hour in an evening aglow with discovery.

Family Fun Days  
May 7 | Jun 4 | Jul 2 | Aug 6 | FREE

In a 4-part series, we spotlight our changing climate 
and ways we can help in resource conservation. On first 
Sundays monthly youth and families can learn about 
Ocean pH (May 7), Rising Seas (June 4), Wildlife Corridors 
(July 2) and Climate Solutions (August 6). Presented by 
Conservancy Naturalists & County Rangers.

changingclimate

Keep Touring
Free Guided Tours  
First & Last Saturdays 
at the Nature Center
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Coastal

Conservancy

Coast
Youth are  
Exploring Their  
We connect children and families upstream with their 
downstream ocean. We invite them to Explore the 
Coast, in the name of the state Conservancy’s initiative 
that directly supports Our Living Watershed, our 
conservation-in-action curricula for Escondido’s third- 
through fifth-graders. They’re learning how water flows 
from urban and forested streams to empty into the 
lagoon, and out to sea. They feel connected with nature 
through consecutive watershed field trips, and 
community habitat events, where they learn how to 
grow sustainable behaviors. Their families join them in 
chartered buses for seasonal Family Discovery Days. 
California Coastal Conservancy is one of our valued 
partners dedicated to children exploring their coast.

Create a Legacy
Our Legacy Circle members are creating a legacy for 
tomorrow. They are helping to grow our endowments by 
including the Conservancy in their estate plans and in 
charitable gift annuities; special gifts that will support the 
Conservancy in perpetuity. Legacy Circle members are a 
direct part of the Conservancy’s efforts to support the 
well-being of community and nature. If you are considering 
making a strategic impact, please contact us to discuss 
the benefits in planning

Endowment Partners 
• Rancho Santa Fe Foundation 
• The San Diego Foundation

We Love to #explorethecoast

YOU  
make a difference 

Partners

Community at the Core
San Elijo Lagoon Conservancy supports our local leaders 
in community building and nature protection. In these 
valued partnerships we cross-communicate on trends, 
and latest news of natural lands and conservancy 
happenings for North County’s residents and visitors. We 
are empowered by the support each organization gives. It 
takes all of us doing what we can, together.

Valued Partners 
• Cardiff 101 Mainstreet  
• Encinitas Chamber of Commerce 
• North County Philanthropy Council 
• Solana Beach Chamber of Commerce
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Photo Contest
#loveyourlagoon 

Our 2nd annual #loveyourlagoon Photo Contest captured all the ways we love 
being in nature together. Donations from adult entries are supporting our 
mission-inspired work in conservation and education as we celebrate our 
30th ANNIVERSARY this year.

In Their Own Words       PHOTO CONTEST First Place Recipients

The lizard was sitting still so I just wanted 
to take the picture, and the flowers just 
happened to be around the lizard. I like 
how it is really pretty and the wildlife at 
the lagoon is very interesting. The flowers 
are pretty and the water is clear.

—Tyler Graciano, 5th-grade in Oceanside

Tyler Graciano  
Youth Division  Back cover

My egret photo was taken just before 
sunset at one of my favorite trailside 
benches. Sometimes I can more fully 
appreciate the beauty of the lagoon 
environment by just sitting down and 
letting nature put on a show for me. I 
especially enjoy watching the winter bird 
migration unfold every year.—Dean Harris

Dean Harris  
Adult Division  Front cover

ADULT DIVISION 
Elfreda Skidmore  
Beetle

Pamela Polcyn  
Snowy Egret

Our MiraCosta college visual arts judges 
(Cheryl Pronchick, Susan Asato and Becky 
Kessa) selected Runner-Ups this year.

Judge’s Picks
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Conceptual Landscape Plan, by Rich Risner 
Grounded Modern Landscape Architecture

FUTURE 
VIEWS 

Harbaugh 
Seaside Trails

Imagine in the near future : you’re walking with your dog 
and family at sunset. Lemonade berry bushes cast longer 
and longer shadows from Rios trail heading west. 
California Gnatcatchers mew off-trail  with their 
characteristic call. Around the bend you enter the 
pedestrian under crossing to Harbaugh Seaside Trails.  
It’s brighter up here with immediate views of the 
descending sun, classic surf spots Seaside Reef and 

Contact us to  
lend your name to  

this legacy. 

Limited monument 
tiles available starting 

at $2,500.

Cardiff Reef, and lagoon to the east. As you and others 
who are gathered hope for a Green Flash, you reflect on 
why this land was saved for open space forever. For all 
generations of sunset seekers.

The future of Harbaugh Seaside Trails is coming! We 
expect to begin habitat enhancement concurring with 
Build NCC railroad double tracking, beginning this fall. 



15

Graceful in Flight
The Great Egret (Ardea alba) is a familiar resident that nests 
in colonies upstream from the lagoon. Look for this tall, all-
white wader in the inlet and salt marsh. The Great Egret’s 
larger stature, yellow bill, and black feet distinguish it from the 
smaller Snowy Egret, which has a black bill and yellow feet. 

Egret populations were nearly decimated at the turn of the 
20th century when they were hunted for their plumes, 
most often for fashionable ladies’ hats. In 1953 Audubon 
Society chose a flying Great Egret as its symbol, 
representing one of the chief victims of the plume hunting 
era. The Great Egret is also the symbol for San Elijo Lagoon 
Conservancy and our County Parks partner for the reserve. 

In flight, it is graceful and buoyant, with its neck tucked 

LAGOON 
LIFE Naturalist Corner

Sycamore Lore
California sycamore (Platanus racemosa) is a majestic tree seen in the reserve’s riparian, 
or streamside areas. It’s up to 100 feet in height and more than five feet in diameter. 
A sycamore may have one or several trunks, which can be erect or wildly twisted and 
bent. The bark is smooth and pale with patches of tan and gray, sometimes tinged with 
pink and green, and continually peels away in thin stiff sheets. Like many of our riparian 
trees, California sycamores are winter deciduous. The leaves often turn yellow and gold 
before they drop. Sycamores flower between Feb and April and are wind-pollinated. 

Sycamores are celebrated in literature and in our history. At St. Paul’s Chapel in lower 
Manhattan, a bronze sculpture of a sycamore tree’s root ball commemorates how the 
tree sheltered this National Historic Landmark during the events of September 11, 
2001. It toppled, but the branches of the fallen tree protected the chapel and its 
cemetery. Not even a single window was broken. 
Article adapted from the Guide to the Plants of San Elijo Lagoon Ecological Reserve online at 
SanElijo.org/PlantGuide

Trinity Root, by Sculptor Steven Tobin, 
is a testament to “life, humanity and 
the positive response to catastrophe.” 

into its shoulders and its legs extended in line. They fly 
slowly but powerfully with two wingbeats a second and a 
cruising speed of about 25 miles an hour. The Great Egret 
also represents how communities, like ours, have 
successfully saved lands and waters for future generations 
of these, and many other species.

http://SanElijo.org/PlantGuide
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1st Place Youth Division 

Go Green!
SanElijo.org/LTmagazine
 
Opt for e-delivery and 
suggest editorial online. 
Magazine published  
3x annually. 

Our vision   
is a world where biodiversity is preserved and 
people act to conserve nature and embrace it 

as central to a healthy community. 

PO Box 230634 | Encinitas, California 92023-0634 
Change Service Requested

Our mission  
is to protect and restore the resources of San Elijo 
Lagoon Ecological Reserve, its watershed, and related 
ecosystems for the benefit of current and future generations.

http://SanElijo.org/LTmagazine



